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In 1937, a young vet called James Herriot gets a job in 

Britain’s wild, windy Yorkshire Dales. He learns to work 

with tough local farmers, unusual pet owners and his 

untidy boss Siegfried. He meets kicking cows, biting dogs 

and angry horses, but he finds love too and becomes a real 

Yorkshireman.

This reader also contains: • A wide range of skills practice 
• Cambridge English A2 Key and Trinity (Grade 3)  

style activities • Think! and Values & Feelings activities

• Dossiers: Farming in the UK, then and now;  

Visiting the beautiful Yorkshire Dales! 

• Full recording of the text
Answer keys downloadable at blackcat-cideb.com
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ALL CREATURES GREAT AND SMALL

KEY

PART 1
EXERCISE 1

1. arrived
2. lying
3. temperature
4. eyes
5. wrong

6. needed
7. treat
8. happened
9. hoped

QUICK QUIZ!
EXERCISE 2

fish,
sheep
information

furniture
equipment
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PART 2

Tapescript
Luckily most animals don’t want to hurt you—even 
big ones. I think they know that you’re trying to 
help them. But it’s often difficult to understand why 
an animal is ill. One day a farmer called Phin called me because six 
calves were ill. We called him ‘Happy Phin’ because he smiled a lot, but 
he wasn’t smiling that day—he was very worried. When I saw the calves, 
I understood why. They were walking into the walls of their barn. They 
couldn’t see anything!
I was surprised when I examined the animals because their eyes looked 
OK. But why couldn’t they see? Then I had an idea.
‘I think they’ve eaten something poisonous,’ I told Phin.
‘That’s not possible,’ he said. ‘they haven’t eaten any poisonous plants 
because they haven’t been outside, and there’s nothing poisonous in here. 
We’ve kept calves in this barn for thirty years, and nothing like this has 
happened before.’

(from Chapter 6)

EXERCISE 3
1. F
2. T
3. F

4. T
5. F
6. F

QUICK QUIZ!
EXERCISE 4

1. poisonous
2. dangerous
3. difficult

4. ill
5. thirsty
6. hungry


