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THE SECRET OF THE STONES

PART 1 

  Listen to the audio and then do the activity 
below.

Laura and Max are twins.1 They live in London with their 
mum and dad. They always have interesting adventures on 
holiday. They visit different cities and countries.
This summer they are going to stay in a small cottage1 in the country. The 
cottage is in a village called Stonecross, near Salisbury. Max and Laura aren’t 
very happy.
‘Boring!’ says Max. He looks at the map. The cottage is in the middle of a field.3 
What can we do in the middle of a field?’
‘Why are we going there?’ asks Laura.
Their dad is very tired. He says he wants to relax and to sleep a lot. Their mum 
loves the country. She wants to walk and paint. ‘It is a very beautiful part of 
England,’ she says. ‘Full of culture, tradition , mystery…’
‘Mystery?’ say Max and Laura together. 
‘Mystery! OK, let’s go!’ 

(from Chapter One)

 

1. Circle the correct word to complete the sentence.
1. Max and Laura are friends/twins.
2. Max and  Laura live in London/the country.
3. This summer they are going to stay in a big city/village.
4. Laura and Max are happy/unhappy about this holiday
5. Their dad is very ill/very tired.
6. Their mum says that this part of England is full of museums/mystery.

1 twins  : Max and Laura are brother and sister and they are exactly the same age.
2 cottage  : a small house.
3 field  : a place in the country with grass and trees.



LISTENING ACTIVITY
2/5

www.blackcat-cideb.com

Starter 
• A

1

The Secret of the Stones

Victoria H
ew

ard

Victoria H
ew

ard

ISBN
 978-88-530-1411-5

BLAC
K C

AT

Th
e Sec

reT o
f Th

e STo
N

eS

This volume without the side coupon is to be considered a free 

sample copy not for sale. (Sale or other distribution is forbidden: 

art. 17, c. 2, L. 633/1941).Excluded from V.A.T. (D.P.R. 26/10/72, n. 633, art. 2, 3° c., lett. d.)

e 8,90

ISBN 978-88-530-1411-5

Twins Max and Laura spend an exciting summer in a small village near 

Stonehenge. A mysterious symbol, their uncle’s old book of codes and secrets, 

strange people looking for a secret and much more. Read about the adventures 

of the two young and brave ‘detectives’ in this original story.

This reader uses the eXPANSIVe reADING approach, where the text becomes 

a springboard to improve language skills and to explore historical background, 

cultural connections and other topics suggested by the text. As well as the story, 

this reader contains:• A wide range of activities practising the four skills

• Dossiers: Welcome to Stonehenge; Symbols

• KEY-style activities and Trinity-style activities (Grade 2)

• Full recording of the text
• An exit test and key at blackcat-cideb.com

The Secret of the Stones

The Secret of the Stones
Victoria Heward

free Audiobook

Look inside to find out  
how to download our free App.

Answer keys downloadable at 
blackcat-cideb.com

Starter     CEFR A1Step 1    CEFR A2Step 2  CEFR A2/B1
Word count: 4,500

Secret Stone COP 03_20.indd   1

18/03/20   15:34

QUICK QUIZ! 
2. Choose either SAY or TELL to complete the 

sentence.
1. ‘Please --------------------------------------------- me another story!’ said the 

girl.
2. When you see a friend you must --------------------------------------------- 

’hello’!
3. He can’t --------------------------------------------- anything because he’s very tired.
4. Can you --------------------------------------------- us where the school is?
5. Sorry, but I can’t --------------------------------------------- you the secret!
6. They --------------------------------------------- they’re going to the park.
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PART 2 

  Listen to the audio and then do the activity 
below. 

3. Choose the correct answer—a, b or c.
1. How many bedrooms are in the cottage?

a. two bedrooms
b. three bedrooms
c. four bedrooms

2. Where is the study?
a. downstairs
b. upstairs
c. in the living room

3. What does Uncle Stephen do?
a. He teaches history at school.
b. He is a historian.
c. He works at Stonehenge.

4. Mr Carter is
a. a friend of Uncle Stephen.
b. an old man with an angry face.
c. a young man with a friendly face.

QUICK QUIZ! 

4. Match the word with its opposite. 
1. big  ---------------------------------------------

2. ask  ---------------------------------------------

3. sad  ---------------------------------------------

4. upstairs  ---------------------------------------------

5. laugh  ---------------------------------------------

a. happy
b. small
c. cry
d. answer
e. downstairs




