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Two years have passed since Susan, Brian and Jim solved a baffling case in San 

Francisco, and now they have to solve a million dollar mystery: where has Mark 

Twain’s diary gone? They are determined to find it and start looking into a dark 

secret from the 1850s and the wild days of the California Gold Rush…

This reader uses the EXPANSIVE READING approach, where the text becomes 

a springboard to improve language skills and to explore historical background, 

cultural connections and other topics suggested by the text. As well as the story, 

this reader contains:• Easy adaptation in American English
• Wide range of activities practising the four skills

• Preliminary-style activities and Trinity-style activities (Grade 4)

• Dossiers: Mark Twain in the Gold Country, San Francisco and the Gold Rush, 

Alcatraz Island• Filmography• Text recorded in full• Exit test and keys at blackcat-cideb.com
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MILLION DOLLAR THEFT IN SAN 
FRANCISCO

KEY

PART 1

Exercise 1
1. returned
2. custody
3. remain
4. investigate
5. ridiculous

6. heard
7. theft
8. responsible
9. noticed

10. solve

QUICK QUIZ! 

Exercise 2
1. angry, angrily
2. lazy, lazily
3. sad, sadly

4. hungry, hungrily
5. excited, excitedly
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PART 2

Tapescript
Later in the day Sgt. Lopez looked at the list of the 
people who work at the hotel and noticed two names:  
Joe Cobb and Debbie Cobb. They were brother and 
sister and both of them worked there. 
Joe was a short man in his late twenties and he was a waiter.
Debbie was a cute girl of about twenty-three and she was a maid who 
cleaned the rooms.
“Mr Cunningham,” said Sgt. Lopez, “I need to talk to you.”
“Certainly!” replied Mr Cunningham, cheerfully. “Please come into my 
office and have a seat. Would you like something to drink?”
“No, thanks,” said Sgt. Lopez, looking at the expensive furniture and 
beautiful paintings in his office.
“Did you know that Joe and Debbie Cobb stole some expensive things 
from a shopping center a few years ago?”
“Joe and Debbie?” asked Mr Cunningham, calmly. “Well, yes, I know, but 
that happened a long time ago.”

Exercise 3
1. F 2. T 3. F 4. T 5. F 6. T

QUICK QUIZ! 

Exercise 4
1. How 2. What 3. Who 4. Why 5. When


