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The Picture of Dorian Gray
When the superbly handsome Dorian Gray sees his portrait he makes 

a terrible wish: that the portrait will grow older and that he will 

remain young forever. What happens to the portrait that no one ever 

sees? A disturbing story of a man who is willing to sell his soul for 

eternal youth while pursuing pleasure and passion.

This reader uses the EXPANSIVE READING approach, where the 

text becomes a springboard to improve language skills and to 

explore historical background, cultural connections and other topics 

suggested by the text. As well as the story, this reader contains: 

• Wide range of activities practising the four skills

• FCE-style activities and Trinity-style activities (Grades 7/8)

• Dossiers: The Aesthetic Movement and Oscar Wilde’s London

• Full recording of the text
• Exit test and keys at blackcat-cideb.com
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free Audiobook

Answer keys downloadable at 
blackcat-cideb.com
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Word count: 12,946

This volume without the side coupon is to be 

considered a free sample copy not for sale. (Sale or 

other distribution is forbidden: art. 17, c. 2, L. 633/1941).

Excluded from V.A.T. (D.P.R. 26/10/72, n. 633, art. 2,  
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THE PICTURE OF DORIAN GRAY

KEY

PART 1
1. influence
2. identified
3. fascinated
4. horrible
5. innocence
6. evil

7. absences
8. rumours
9. mirror

10. ageing
11. corruption
12. soul

QUICK QUIZ!
1. innocent
2. fascinating
3. mysterious

4. evil
5. corrupt
6. curious
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PART 2
Script
He entertained fashionable people at his beautiful 
home and enjoyed his dinners with very select guests 
in a nearly perfect ambience of embroidered cloths, 
exotic flowers and exquisite music. After all, as Lord 
Henry had said, a good dinner is more important than good 
morals. Dorian’s clothes and style influenced the young men of London, 
who tried to imitate him.
As time passed he became afraid that someone might find the portrait 
and discover the secret of his life. Sometimes when he was in his 
country house entertaining fashionable young men, who were his main 
companions, he would suddenly leave and rush back to London to make 
certain that the painting was still there.
After his twenty-fifth year curious stories began circulating about him. 
There were rumours that he had been fighting with sailors in a bad part 
of the city and that he was friends with thieves. People noticed that some 
of those who had been his close friends began to avoid him after a while. 
Women who had adored him became pale with shame if Dorian Gray 
came into the room. 

EXERCISE 1
1. b 2. c 3. a 4. c 5. b

QUICK QUIZ PART 2
1. with 2. on 3. of 4. on 5. a


