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The Hound of the Baskervilles
Holmes and Watson investigate the mysterious death of Sir Charles 

Baskerville, whose body was found mutilated by a huge dog. Is this 

horrible death an example of ‘the curse of the Baskervilles’?

This reader uses the EXPANSIVE READING approach, where the 

text becomes a springboard to improve language skills and to 

explore historical background, cultural connections and other topics 

suggested by the text. As well as the story, this reader contains:

• An introduction about Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and his life

• A wide range of activities practising the four skills

• Dossiers: Early Crime Detection and The Coming of the Fairies

• PET-style activities and Trinity-style activities (Grade 6)

• An internet project• Full recording of the text
• An exit test and keys at blackcat-cideb.com

This volume without the side coupon is to be 

considered a free sample copy not for sale. (Sale or 

other distribution is forbidden: art. 17, c. 2, L. 633/1941).

Excluded from V.A.T. (D.P.R. 26/10/72, n. 633, art. 2,  
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THE HOUND OF THE BASKERVILLES

1  Listen to the audio and complete the text. 
Choose the right word/s from the basket.
• writing • locked • avoid • furious • newspapers  
• story • speak • pocket • advice • carefully

Dr Mortimer was a tall man and he was thin. His clothes 
were smart and he wore glasses. He was a young man but looked older 
because he was worried. 
‘I need your 1 ..............................................................., Mr Holmes,’ he said very seriously. 
‘Tell us all about it,’ Sherlock Holmes said kindly. ‘We’ll help you if we can.’
Dr Mortimer took some papers out of his 2 ................................................................
‘A man named Sir Charles Baskerville died about three months ago,’ he 
began. ‘He died in a horrible way, as perhaps you know from the  
3 ................................................................ Before he died he gave me these papers. They tell the 4 ...............

................................................ of the Baskerville family. I want to read them to you, if I may?’
‘Please go ahead,’ Sherlock Holmes agreed. ‘We’ll listen 5 ...............................................................’
Dr Mortimer put the papers in front of him and began to read:
I am Hugo Baskerville, and I am 6 ............................................................... this in the year 1742. My 
father told me about the Hound of the Baskervilles, and I believe what he 
told me. I want you, my sons, to read these words. Remember that God 
punishes the wicked1 and forgives the innocent.
The head of the Baskerville family in 1640 was a cruel and bad man. His name 
was Sir Hugo Baskerville. Sir Hugo fell in love with the daughter of a farmer. 
She was frightened of him. She always tried to 7 ............................................................... him. One day 
Sir Hugo learnt that her family were away from the farm.
He rode to the farm with some friends of his and they carried the girl to 
Baskerville Hall. They 8 ............................................................... her in a room upstairs. Then they went 
downstairs and started to eat and drink. The girl was terrified. She jumped 
out of the window and tried to run back to her home. 
Sir Hugo was 9 ............................................................... when he realized her room was empty. He 
was also very drunk by now. His friends told him to let out the hounds and he 
agreed to do this. Then he jumped on his horse and rode after the hounds. 
Some of his friends also decided to ride after him.
After a while Sir Hugo’s friends saw an old man in the darkness. They wanted 
to know where Sig Hugo was. The old man seemed very frightened and could 
hardly 10 ................................................................
‘I saw Sir Hugo on his horse,’ the old man told them. ‘But I also saw a huge 
hound. It was running silently beside Sir Hugo.’

(from Chapter One)

1 wicked : evil, very bad
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2 Choose the correct answer a, b or c.

1. Dr Mortimer went to see Sherlock Holmes
a. because he was a friend of the family.
b. because he needed advice. 
c. and brought him the daily newspaper.

2. Sir Charles Baskerville died in a terrible way
a. about three months ago.
b. about three weeks ago.
c. about three years ago.

3. Sir Charles Baskerville gave Dr Mortimer
a. a diary written by Hugo Baskerville.
b. papers with the story of the Baskerville family.
c. an old portrait of Hugo Baskerville.

4. The daughter of the farmer
a. was frightened of Hugo Baskerville.
b. was in love with Hugo Baskerville.
c. went to visit Hugo Baskerville when her family were away from the 

farm.

5. Hugo Baskerville’s friends decided to ride after him
a. and met him in the forest.
b. but they got lost in the darkness.
c. and stopped to talk to an old man. 


