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Robinson CrusoeRegarded by many as the first English novel, Defoe’s famous story 

celebrates how Robinson Crusoe, shipwrecked on a desert island, 

manages to survive and prosper through his own resourcefulness.

This reader uses the EXPANSIVE READING approach, where the 

text becomes a springboard to improve language skills and to 

explore historical background, cultural connections and other topics 

suggested by the text. As well as the story, this reader contains:

• An introduction: Daniel Defoe and his World

• A wide range of activities practising the four skills

• Dossiers: The Slave Trade, Shipwrecks and others

• FCE-style activities and Trinity-style activities (Grades 7/8)

• Full recording of the text 
• An exit test with answer key at blackcat-cideb.com
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ROBINSON CRUSOE
INTRODUCTION
Robinson goes to sea, and this is the beginning of his unlucky 
adventures that lead to the shipwreck and finally,  the desert 
island.

PART 1

1.  Listen to the audio and complete the text. Choose the 
word/s from the basket below.

• foolish • eager • chance • honest • unwise • companion • profits  
• choice • trade • coast

I went to London by land. How 1 ................................... young people are!  They are not afraid 
to sin, but they are afraid to seem 2 ................................... I signed up for a voyage to Africa.  
I should have signed up as a sailor. I could have learned the sailor’s profession.  
In time, I might even have become  a captain. However, I always made the worst 
3 ................................... , and I chose to go to sea as a gentleman. Therefore, I had no duties 
on the ship, and I had no 4 ................................... of learning to be a sailor.
I met the captain of a ship that had been on the 5 ................................... of Africa. He had 
made  good 6 ................................... and was 7 ................................... to go again. He asked me to go with 
him as his 8 ................................... He said that I need not pay for the voyage. If I had any 
money, he said, he would show me how to make a profit in 9 ................................... I accepted 
the offer, and became friends with the captain, who was a good and  
10 ................................... man. 

(from Chapter One)

GRAMMAR QUIZ  SUPERLATIVES  

2. Complete the table with the superlatives of the adjectives.
ADJECTIVE SUPERLATIVE

1. bad a. ---------------------------------------------

2. good b. ---------------------------------------------

3. far c. ---------------------------------------------

4. heavy d. ---------------------------------------------

5. hot e. ---------------------------------------------
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PART 2

 Listen to the audio and then do the activities 
below.  

ODD ONE OUT! 

3. Choose the word that does not belong to the 
group. 

1. merchant captain friend sailor
2. port city village town
3. pleased satisfied delighted miserable
4. father slave mother brother
5. England Africa Turkey Turkish
6. voyage vacation trip journey

GRAMMAR QUIZ 

4. Complete the table with the past tense and past participle of 
these irregular verbs.

VERB PAST TENSE PAST PARTICIPLE
1. take ....................................................................................... .......................................................................................

2. bring ....................................................................................... .......................................................................................

3. teach ....................................................................................... .......................................................................................

4. sell ....................................................................................... .......................................................................................

5. spend  ....................................................................................... .......................................................................................


