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Twins Max and Laura spend an exciting summer in a small village near 

Stonehenge. A mysterious symbol, their uncle’s old book of codes and secrets, 

strange people looking for a secret and much more. Read about the adventures 

of the two young and brave ‘detectives’ in this original story.

This reader uses the eXPANSIVe reADING approach, where the text becomes 
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cultural connections and other topics suggested by the text. As well as the story, 

this reader contains:• A wide range of activities practising the four skills

• Dossiers: Welcome to Stonehenge; Symbols
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THE SECRET OF THE STONES 

KEY

PART 1

EXERCISE 1
1.	 twins
2.	 London
3.	 village

4.	 unhappy
5.	 very tired
6.	 mystery

QUICK QUIZ!
EXERCISE 2

1.	 tell
2.	 say
3.	 say

4.	 tell
5.	 tell
6.	 say
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PART 2

Tapescript
The cottage is big. There are four bedrooms and two 
bathrooms upstairs. Downstairs there is a big kitchen, 
a living room and a study. Uncle Stephen wants to use 
the study. He must finish some work during the holiday.
Uncle Stephen is a historian. ‘What does uncle Stephen do exactly?’ Laura 
asks. Her mother replies, ‘He studies history.’
Max is confused. ‘But I study history too…at school…but it’s not my job!’
‘Yes, but Uncle Stephen writes books about history. He thinks about 
history. He tries to understand the things that no one understands.’
‘For example?’ asks Laura.
‘Well,’ Mum replies, ‘for example, the mystery of Stonehenge.’
‘So, what about Stonehenge? What is its mystery?’
‘No one really knows. Ask Uncle Stephen. Tomorrow we can go to see it.’
Suddenly there is a knock at the door. Mum opens it and an old man 
comes in. He has white hair and an angry face. ‘My name’s Carter,’ he says 
in an angry voice. 

(from Chapter Two)

EXERCISE 3
1.	 c 2.	 a 3.	 b 4.	 b

QUICK QUIZ!
EXERCISE 4

1.	 b 2.	 d 3.	 a 4.	 e 5.	 c


